CIA FOIA - ASSESSMENT OF THE "DANANG DOCUMENT" Page 1 of 4

Click here to send this document to your printer

ASSESSMENT OF THE "DANANG DOCUMENT™"

Title: |ASSESSMENT OF THE "DANANG DOCUMENT"

Abstract:

Pages: 0003

Pub Date: 2/14/1968

Release Date: 11/20/2002

Keywords: ASSESSMENT|COMMUNISTS|TET OFFENSIVE|DANANG DOCUMENT
Case Number: EO-1999-00332

Copyright: 0

Release Decision: (|RIPPUB

Classification: U

http://www.foia.cia.gov/browse docs full.asp?doc no=0000873054&title=ASSESSMEN... 2/12/2007



CIA FOIA - ASSESSMENT OF THE "DANANG DOCUMENT" Page 2 of 4

P | - NLT =140 -c?n'i'~c:a$'A|

! EO 12558
.41 ILI=25Yrs
- TU‘P (e

14 rebruary 1568

MEMORANDUM POR: Honerable Walt Rostow

SUBJECT : RAssessment of the "Danang Document”

CIa has prepared the following assessment of the “na.naEE
Document"” in response to {wr reguest to Mr, lelms last night.
You will have received, via the White House Situatlon Room,

a ‘full translation of ths document.

. examination of the decumsnt (in trans?.atio11}
Buggéﬁtaotiat it is probably -a-communication a;iganﬁigggfrnm
viet Cong Military Reghicn Fiwve,: 1t is an g._ss_u_s_sge?‘t of tl'_l_r;.__-f
‘failuie of the Tet offersive intended fn:-subarﬁ;uit?_aut;qg
{tiea--poseibly a tackical compand center--and contains b=
structions for fuiure cperations. The original documant, .
*hewevar, 6 still in I Corps, and US officlals In Saigon state
that they are unable at this time to mEke an accurate doter-
mination of ites authenticlty. Moreover, s0mé guastions re-
main unanswered as to date of document and circumstances of
™ its capture,

2. The docupsst appears-generally to agree with other g
evidence gléaned from interrogations of prisenars taken during
the Tet offensive and on what is known of the enemy's mdvance
planning, that the Communisks achieved. 1ass.1:.11.an___t].:gy__hgiii,nﬂd
ticipated,  This evidense has suggaatea that t‘ﬁa eneny believe

Cthey would meet greater success in sparking a "gensyal up-
rising," altheugh the extent to which they expected genulne .
popular support is still not clear. Prisoners af folcerléan
have etated that they belisved most of the population wou 8 e
gupport them, but their oun statements and documents from
pre-Tat period indicate rather strongly that the uprising was
to be "motivated and organized'zather than spontanecus.
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3., although the exact ssguence in time of the "general
offensive” and the "goneral uprisings has not been fully clear,
there are strong suggestions in statements by other prisoners
and in captureﬂ documents Lthat the two were to be simmltaneous, '
with the "uprising” at least being initiated during the Tet
attacks. Certaii troops or cadres apparently were specifically
assigned to organize support, to begin in the form of public
dembnstrations. We know that such demonstrations were started
during attacks on several eclties in the central coastal area--
including Tam Ky--but that they were dispersed by police.

Some prisoners have linked the public's lack of segperation
to the failure of the attacks thenselves.

4. There has been no evidence as to whether the Comawu-
nists actually intended attacks throughout the country to ha
simultancous or to take place on successive days. [T-valid,
this document provides the fifst sood indication that YH=Day"
was iRtendad to be naticnwids and thak the full impact may =
have bren Sissipated through poor coordination.— It alse -raises
the"possibility that US bombing attacks -sucoessfully. Phrew. off

— the timetable in-the Khe Sanh/DHE area.s Had the Commmanists
: “genuinely expected to score complete successes in GOme areas,
they almost certainly would have had to act everywhere at once.

5. 'The document, howsver, does not appeag-gonclusive
as to yhether-larger North Vietnamese units were to participate
in the initlial attacks, or werxe to be committed in follow-up'=
efforts where success lopmed promdsing, Nelther does 1t make
elear whetier all North vietnamese unifs or only some elements
- were to have been committed.
§. Although the document clearly suggests. failure:and
the need_foc Socision o) a fiturd courss of action, it does

nok_seen to rula out the poseibility that the Comnunigts had
maximom and minimum goals, abt least by drER, nor-dees- it neces-
sarily indicate a "go_for broke" effort.--All-of the future
‘oourses &itéd in the document point to gontinuing the-strugzle
in Militacy Reglon Fiveg particularly in the urbapareas. &Rl-
though as might be expected, the dangers to.rcrale and Xesources
REM1;ghbad;~;-rgJ.athly strong assets are deemed still in
placa.

EZ LESGE -
3.4{b} {L}=205Y1s
{C}

http://www.foia.cia.gov/browse docs full.asp?doc no=0000873054&title=ASSESSMEN... 2/12/2007



CIA FOIA - ASSESSMENT OF THE "DANANG DOCUMENT"

Page 4 of 4

By

B0 12855
3,4k (1)=25%Ccs
[C]

TOP T

7. We would cencur with COMUSMACY's.cantionary. advice
goncerning both snap interpretations of Communist verbiage, .
especially in tronglicicn,-and-the poszible relevance.om:
significance of this dofument to the thinking and overall
strategic planning of high-lavel Communist suthoritiessin
m;@?or_ﬂanfi_._.__,, %

8. US officials in Salgon are endeavering to clarify
the circumstances surrounding the capture of the document and
to establish as precisely as possible its authentlelty.
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